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hearing this melodious music Samudraraja was very happy. He
rose out of the sea paid his respects to Devanatha and Baghavan
then ordered Samudraraja to bring back Sankara. Accordingly
Samudraraja released Sankara. This is one story as to how
Devanatha helped Sankara to fight the asuras. As proof of
this story even today on Pournami day i.e full moon day in the
month of Masi (Feb-Mar) a festival is celebrated. During that
festival Lord Siva of Tiruppapuliyur Le. Patalipuram is taken
into the sea. As soon as the idol enters the sea Devanathan also
gets into the sea and the Theerthavari utsavam is celebrated,
Sri Desikan refers to this in Desika Sookthi when he says 'Masi
Kadal adi Mazhindu varu veerae' i.e have a sea bath in the
month of Masi and be happy.
There is yet another story related by Sutha muni to
Sounaka and other mahamunis. Once upon a time, the devas
and the asuras were fighting with each other to establish the
superiority of one over the other. The asuras were promised
all help by Siva and the devas by Vishnu. Apparently, this en-
tire issue of taking sides by Siva and Vishnu would have been
a maya by itself. A fierce battle occurred between them. Lord
Vishnu lent His chakra to the Devas and Siva lent His sulam
to the asuras. The chakra chased the asuras and they reached
Oushadagiri mountain. The disc i.e. chakra captured even
sulayudham. Siva was thus forced to come to the battle field
himself to fight the charka. He found that all his weapons were
of no avail before the angry chakra. Lord Siva opened His third
eye. Even that had no effect on Chakrattalwar. It was almost
like lighting a candle in bright day light Vishnu tried to recall
chakra. But Chakrattalwar requested Vishnu not to recall him.
He said he would not return until and unless he defeated the
armies of the asuras. Baghavan who saw all this went himself
to the Oushadagiri. He appeared before Chakratalwar in His
beautiful form. On seeing that,Sudarsan Alwar became calm
and peaceful He controlled his anger. Seeing him calm the
people also lost their fear. Pushpa vrishti fell from the sky, the
deva dundubis were heard. Sankara also overcame his fear and
approached Narayana to return the sulam spear which was ear-
lier given to him by Narayana and taken away by Chakrattalwar
during this fight. That was the time when Perumal gave darshan
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